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"'3RI:2ISH CON U~.'l'E GSl"l::RAL, 

Sett emen • of Zt..nzib:::tr.is• 

Would you plc~se refer to :01r le 
June. 

MUSCAT. 

7 July, 1 968 • 

GJ 
18/5 of' 20 

2. 'rhe cr·ux of' the rn:...t ter· j_ c v:hether or not the Zanzi bc2ri s 
concerned have any claim to Omani nutionulity. If the 
Sul tttn rec£1.rds them :..\s his rn. tion2.ls they will be :-;.llow~d in; 
if not, not. 

3. It is a frustr--..tinl., tc.sk tr,{inl; to find out exactly 
WhOfflthe I~ultc.n re___;< .. eds as his nutionals. I deduce f'r-om 
case histo.L'ies which hc.,ve come our way th.:::.t basically Omani 
m, tion ..... li ty is acq_uii-•ed by birth to tu.1. Om.~tni mother- or 
f_the~, either in the SultJnate or &bro~d, ~nd t -t this 
:principle is CL~p::.i.ble of extension throut)i an in.def'ini te 
number of senerations . I un tr·yin..:; to obtain off'icL:.l con
firm:..,tion of this deduction. 

L!. If my undertakin::.; j_s co:t>rect it fol"lows that u:ny 
Z[..nzi k.:.Pi W'J.O can substanti[... te 8. cL,im of' Omani de scent will 
be accepted as a Sult-nute nstion~l ~nd is free to come to 
Muse~ t. At the time of' the mass expul s-L ons of :r.:..:u1, _ _:.: ... .AP::.i.bs 
f'rom Zan~i bc:!r, the Sli.l tan uccepted some thousf..nds of r·efu6ees, 
on these Lrounds, consider~bly rel~xine his asually inflexible 
rules in the process. In My 1965, the crisis bein • over, the 
Sul t:.m decided tl'.1.:...t noJ.·m .. l pr>s.ctice should be l'esumed, "-.nd 
c.~cco.·din.c;ly on 20 M:..~y -1965 :.. notice wts iosned, the r•e1evc.mt 
p .... ·at_;r·a:ghs of whi cil ~·ettd: -

"All concerned .. re hei:eby ~dvised th ...... t ci~1.ltc.-11--te lTE1.tionctls 
..... t present r·esic:.inc in Zanziba1• ~md ctr.er .Afr:ic_:a countries 
who de sire to • •ttu•n to the Sul t, __ .::1c. .. te :c,hr ..ild ·rtov1 conform 
to the .1.10,.>111::.tl f'0J.'JJJC.2.i t:i2s f'o:' r)1-•t~inin_· Sult_ .. _ _-~._, -L ·- V€:l 
d0<:.~.,1e41·~s f.!.·01.1 ·'·'.c q,tl~. -· 'i,E; Pc;:.e"'poPt Of:."i..cG bt...:f.ov,~ ti ,,ii'' 
.l'L'lv __ l ::,,_t i•.:u::::.c.;;.t . ADnlici...t-1.ons from , b1'0 4d s'1onld be 

s1.::11t throuch 1•,""Jlc,tive;-in thi..R count1·;y to the I\i-is1"l0Pt 
Office oI' ll •• (f be ..... dc1r·esPecl dil'ect to thi f' 0ffice 
c;tCCom9Lnied by a StJ.m of Rs. ?5/- (eCJ..uiv t...lent to £1.17.8 
or 1.682 South Ar&Lian DinLr) ~s fees and vo~t~ce ~nd 
l:. copies of the S.fl::::>licL'.r1ts :p PRl)Ort size photo_::.Y<r;>hs. 

' Persons without l)<.,.SPJ?orts will not be c.llor;ed to lu.nd." 

/All 



R • ST2ICT::JD 

5 . All of' ,;;hi ch le:...ds me to sui:.;:e st that we should say to 
M1• . Lamki tht t any Zu11.zi bur-i in exile who cL.,ims Ornani 
n~,.tionctlity by descent is elir.;ible to a:p:ply f'or- a ~,J.lLm-te 
_r:ic ~ ~ oPt in the m2.nne:p :r;,rescribed c:,bove, und thut once he 
hus• '-· passri ort he is f'ree to enter the ·~ul thno. te . If' I 
ever ~et C'. rulin~ Lbout the c-iul t!:..ns.te natio:n:;;ili ty law this 
could be passed on. 

6 . I o.cree that vie should not involve ourselves othe1·wise . 

(D . Pracncll) 

P . Gent, Esq_., 

c.c . 

Ar•abian Department, 
For•eiL,n Office, S .w .1. 

P.R.H. Vi-•icht, Esc: . , Cairo 
R. H. Hobden, ,sq_., CunudL:m Hi~)1 Commission, British 

Interests Section, Dor es alaam . 

RES '11R IC 1rED 
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CONFIDENTIAL ARC I / ·~ I· 5 

~ .~ud 
L--- --

Resettlement of Zanzibaris 
~ ,qf < 

in Muscat ___ (s) 
Hobden has sent me a copy of his letter of 7 June to Wright 

at Cairo about the resettlement of Zanzibaris in Muscat. 
He also sent you a copy. 

2. The last information we have on our files is given in the 
record of the Standing Gonference on British Organisations for 
Aid to Refugee~Sub-Committee for Africa South of the Sahara 
of 6 April, 1966. This record was sent to us by your Office. 
At this meeting, Mr. Kelly, the representative of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees, reported that so far 1,100 refugees 
had been evacuated. The Secretary of the Disasters Emergency 
Committee of the Red Cross, Hodgson, said that there were still 
1,256 waiting to go. I cannot find the public speech of 
Vice President Karume saying that there was no longer any need 
for any Arabs in Zanzibar to want to leave the islands, but it 
is clear from our files that in 1966 it was thought that Karume 
did not wish for any further evacuation and it seemed clear 
from Dar es Salaam's telegram No.1333 of 2 September, 1964, a copy 
of which is enclosed, reporting a meeting between Karume and the 
Red Cross representative who was later deported that even at that 
stage Karume was opposed to the departure of the Arabs. 

3. I am sending a copy of this letter to Hobden. 

P. Gent, Esq., 
Arabian Department, 

Foreign Office. 

/N'f~, 

s OJ~ f ~u~cr 
(R.G. Pettitt) 

East Africa Department 

CONFIDENrIAL 
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Inward Telegram to Common ealth Relatio s Of1ice 

Fiiill.4: DAR ES SALAAM 

' 
B.m: ZANZIBAR (SAVING) 

!- D. DAR ES SALAAM 1 7. 29 hours 2nd 

I 

\ :I R. 

I 
, Mr. R.W.D. Fowler 

_CYPHER 
IMMEDIATE 

1 8 .23 

N9..:.. 1 333 CONFIDENTIAL 

hours 2nd 

\ \ ,..,... t ... .,·; :. ~: ~ ·, .. .. . ' ........ .....••••• 
\ . ·:: ~,.:; ~ .::..:~;:.::• i ~~: ~.,. ..••••••••••••• 

L. ...,1-;..,;;.;·~· ... • ~,.: : ...........••••••••••••••• 

.Addressed Commonwealth Relations Office No.1333 repeated 
Saving to Zanzibar. (

1 
(' 

Your telegram No. 1 71 7. ~lt'i:) 
MA.1"\JG.A. l~RAB.S 

Phillips has now arrived in Dar ~s Salaam and will stay 
here pending further instructions. He has been careful to 
represent his _departure as being for consultations and hopes 
publicity will be avoided. He has left arPangements for 
Arabs in hands of local Zanzibar Red Cross representativeo He 
doubts however whether he can do more than keep present -rationing 
arrangerilents going. Both he and Bourn think that at present 
stage it will be preferable to leave representations to Geneva. 
I agree with this unless new developments make our intervention 
necessary. 

)) 

2. J?hilli.ps had conversation this morning wi.th Karume fJ:>om 
which it now seems likely that Zanzibar authorities will want to 
retain .Arabso We may have to consider whether in view of this 
it would be desirable for us to continue to work for their 
return to Muscat. 

3. I shall be discussing this new situation with Bourn and 
Phillips and will telegraph recommendations. 

4o Phillips asks if you would inform Whittington, British 
Red Cross London of his arrival and tell her that Phillips can 
be contacted though Tanganyika Red Cross. 

Copy to:-
/ ~,· 

EAST .AF'RIC.A POLITICAL DISTRIBUT ,()N . 
J7I o C. DISTRIBUTION ___ _ 

Foreign Office J,, Doyle 
C.D Powell 1 

ALLOTTED TQ_~ AFRICA POLITICAL DEPT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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in 

FO IG OPPIC, S •• 1. 

20 June• 1968 

/ (tr) 
ould 1ou pl e reter io right' lett r of 4 

a7 to me, cop1e4 to 10~, on th1 subject. 

2. ince ny ue tion ot a ttlem nt in use t would 
b entirel7 dependent on the Sult ' w1111ngneaa tot ke 
the peopl involy d, nd, preauaabl7, to t1nd them eoae 
ton ot eaplo,-ent, I should be gratetul ~ or 1our Yiewa 
on what might b a 14 to r. Lallk.1. e re inclined to -(s-) 
eh r the viewa expreesed in Hobden'a letter ( 16/13) 

••• ot 7 June to right (no• cop1 d to iou), that it would not 
r all1 be in our int r t to get involved in ny recognieat 
pl n tor resettlement but lt a1ght, I suppose, be po sibl 
to do o ethi on ch nnel-ot-1ntorm tion ba is, it the 
ult n prep r 4 to consider t king some ot these 

p opl. 

I h ve not be n able to t hold of the pera bout 
e rlier n fOt1 t1o o nga r b but my own impre ion 

th t Hobden recollection are gene~ lly corr ct ut 
t then ,b r involYed re o wh0 t amall r. 

D.c. Carden, sq., 
UC t 

( • Gent) 
ABI~ T 

copi to: P .• H. right, ., Ciro 
R.H. Hobden, Esq., C 4 n High co-iasion, 

r1t1,sh Inte a ect1on, D r II Sala 

D 
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P . Gent , Esq. , 
Arabian Department, 
For."'" gn Office, 
LON ~'f, S • W. 1 • 

/ . ) 

. 5 

WITH THE COMPLIMENTS 

OF THE OFFICE OF THE 

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA 

DE LA PART DU 

HAUT COMMISSARIAT DU CANADA 

BRIT luH I1{TEREST3 SECTION. 

(R.H.Hobden) 
7 June, 1968. 

\ J 



D.AR 18/13 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Canadian High Commission, 
British Interests Section, 

DAR ES SALA.Alt. 

7 June,1968. 

tlement of Zanzibaris in Muscat 

You wr te to Gent in the Foreign orfice on 24 May 
about Lamki's enquiry as to whether H.M.G. might facilitate 
the resettlement in Muscat of exiled Zanzibaris now living 
in Cairo. 

2. Because of the breach in diplomatic relations we have 
no classified papers here of any earlier date than December 
1965 and have in fact nothing on record in this Office on this 
subject. I can,.- however, recollect ·that the general question 
of resettling Zanzibaris in Muscat has been a live issue on 
earlier occasions. I believe that shortly after the 
Revolution in January 1964 some 4,000 J anga Arabs were 
repatriated to u.scat and Oman with the help of' the Red Cross 
and, I think also, the United nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees. Since then I can also recall First Vice-President 
Karume making a public speech in which he maintained that 
there was no longer any need for any Arabs in Zanzibar to 
want to leave the islands. There is still a genuine belief 
amongst the Revolutionary Council in Zanzibar that the foraer 
Sultan will one day launch an invasion of Zanzibar and any 
large exodus of Zanzibar Arabs to Muscat would only encourage 
the belief that they were undertaking the necessary military 
training before being sent back to Zanzibar. I think, 
therefore, that it would not be in H.M.G's interest to be in 
any ay involved in any recognised plan for resettling these 
people. The numbers in Cairo may of course be very small and 
it may be possible on humanitarian grounds to do something for 
them. 

3. I am sending a copy of this letter to Gent in 
Arabian Department in the Foreign Office and also to Pettitt 
in East Africa Department, Commonwealth Office, who will be 
able to check hether or not my recollections referred to 
above are correct. 

P.R.H. right, Esq., 
British Embassy, 
CAIRO. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

(R.H.Hobden) 



BRITISH PmBASSY, 

CAIRO. 

24 May, 1968. 

Mr. Ahmed Lamki called on the .\mbassador on 21 May. 
Mr. Lamki was Ambassador or Zanzibar in Cairo from the 
time of Zanzibar's independence at the end of 1963 until 
the revolution of January 1964. It appears that 
Ur. Lamlci has continued to live in Cairo since then 
although he has made visits to the United Kingdom, Kuwait 
and other Arab countries where he has been trying with 
some success to find employment for young Zanzibaris of the 
old regime of whom there ape still a number in Cairo. 
(Mr. Lamki did not specify how many). 

2. One of the matt e:r•s lnto which !,Jr. Larnki enquired 
was whether H.J.:!. Government .:1i[!;ht Jo something to facilitate 
the settlement of exiled Zanzibaris now living in Cairo in 
1.Tuscat. The reason for choosing Muscat was the family 
relationship between the Sultans of Zanzibar and Muscat. 

3. Conld you please let me know what chance there is of 
achieving any settlement on these lines, and what reply we 
can give to Mr. Lamki? 

4. I am copying this letter to the Consulate-GeT'eral at 
truscat and the British Interests Section of the Canadian 
High Commission at Dar es Salaam who may have views on 
the subject. 

(P .R.H. Wright) 

P. Gent, Esq . .J. 
Arabian Department, 

FOREIGN OFFIC"!. 

R1STRICTED 



J. D. Stirling , Esq., 

With the compliments of 

HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S 

CONSUL-GENERAL 

(D. Co Carder1) 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

./..;J l,r 
28 F bruary,1968. 

With the compliments of 

COMMERCIAL OFFICE 

A.J.D.Stirling~ Esq., 
Foreign O~f'ice., .. 
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London,S.Vl.1 1 
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DUl' )1r. Robff'\a, 
-:-

• KT ooll•~• _la l>ar " . • . 
. votoh :ha• -k•n r-.iaecl. bT 'th• ;.-iN:l"i ~• 
~~pu' ... ~7ikM R•d Cl'oa• Sooi•ty oon0~~ing c 

Zaa$1bar lfho . vieh to proaeed to M~ao&~
great difficulty in obt&ini~ -~tr7 via · 

_.,,- · It would. a.ppear tb•t • ihe a.pplioan 
#.... Oiluu-.bora Arabs who ,et\lea, ta Zane!'ba.r. • ~ow tha 

to ~bai, they nave good prQ~peoi, ot beinS able to eµt 
uid Oman, if the1 can prove t~~ir natioJ1t.lity. • 

I would be ~oet grat•ful for uiy way that fO~ po 
to h•lp them. Yould ii be po•eible tor ih• Duba! Oo•• 

o their paaai:BB thro~h tn traneit? It ao, wh•~• 
.• Z411ziba.l' (or Tanganyika.)'? 

I" uv• just ~ea.rd trQII th• looal Zuai 
Dubai oft~• Ruler'• ~e••~t -~o ieaue tad l1o •• 
--d J.ba•4 Kuhaamed., botll T•l'Y" d•••f'f'illi o ..... : l 061\ 
mol"•, e:q,•••• ra7 appteoiatio-. ot t4• S1JIJ)&t:li7~d iOO 
io r•t • , • 7 ~h• 'Mai a.utllori·U•s• • • 

ha•~ pl•a~ur• tQ asa1 It 

. . • ei1110 •17 

, .. 
J)a:n,~ • Robert• Baq. • 
:a:r1i~iaa Po1~t1oa.l Asent, 
1).ubai~ ' 

_' -J~ .. 
a;p,.. ••• lttltl 

I 

. ' 
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·ti"' 
• ., UNCLASSIFIED H.B.!. POLITICAL AGENCY, 

TRUCIAL STATES, 

DUBAI. ( 182l/67C) 
14 September, 1967. 

Zanzibari Refu~ees 

I received a visit this morning from Dr. Jack Barakat 
of the m .iA staff in Beirut. He came to follow up a visit 
earlier this year of Goodyear, Representative for the l iddle
East of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 

2.. Dr. Barakat said that he had interviewed a number of 
Zanzibaris from whom he hoped to select eight candidates f'or 
vocational training in Beirut. He said the main difficulty 
would be in obtaining passports for the Zanzibaris, who were 
stateless. I said that there was no assistance we could 
offer in this connection and that the best course seemed to 
me for an approach to the Ruler of Dubai for Dubai passports 
for the students. 

3. I asked him whether he would con°ider offering 
scholarships f'or training in nursing to r,anzibaris next 
year. He promised to look into this. Te training of 
Zanzibaris in medical work might help us ~to overcome here 
the shortage of local nurses. There is nt lack of' candidates. 

4. I nm sending a copy of' this letter to James Craig in 
Beirut, Peter Gent in Arabian Department o the Foreign Off'ice 
and to United Kingdom Mission to the Unite Nations in New York. 

M .R. elhuish, Esq., 
Political Residency, 

BAHRAI • 






